
In a week where we celebrate International Women’s Day, I spoke with the 
students at assembly about our Marist Marian approach, In the Way of Mary. 
The “Mary” that we speak of in “being Marist,” is Mary, the Mother of Jesus.  
Therefore, “being Marist” means seeing Mary as a role model for how we can 
live our lives. 

“Being Marist” is a way of living out the message of the Gospels.  Mary was 
essentially the first disciple, the first follower of her own Son, Jesus.  Everything 
we read about Mary in the Gospels points to her as a woman of deep faith and 
with a sense of hope, often through adversity.

In the Gospels, we see Mary as a courageous woman of strength and 
determination, a woman of humility and honesty, a woman of compassion 
and hospitality and a woman whose primary concern lay outside of herself.  
For us then, being Marist is very similar.  It is not something passive. 

 “Being like Mary” is a conscious, proactive, deliberate, committed decision 
to try and live in a particular way, in being people of strength, tenderness, 
gentleness, hope and concern for others, particularly reflecting on the way 
Mary lived out her faith in the face of great pain and adversity. 

As we celebrate International Women’s Day and reflect on The way of Mary, 
we are called to challenge stereotypes, to fight bias, to broaden perceptions, 
to improve situations and to celebrate women’s achievements, not only for 
one day but every day.

We were privileged to have two staff and two students speak at our assembly 
on International Women’s Day. Staff members Mrs Jo Donnelly and Mr 
O’Connell, and students Paris Neville and Tom Maslin shared their insightful 
reflections on the day and the theme #Choose to Challenge. Each of their 
speeches can be read by clicking here.

A key component in our College Strategic Improvement plan is to strengthen 
partnerships with our parents and the wider community. One visible way that 
parents can engage with and support the College is through the Parents and 
Friends Association. This group meets once per term to support the College, to 
assist with fundraising activities and to build community through sharing time 
with other parents. Your involvement in the Parents and Friends Association 
can be as big or as small as you wish it to be. The first meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, 24 March, at 6.00pm at the College. All parents and community 
members are most welcome to come along. We would love to have you join 
us on this night.

May Mary our Good Mother and St Marcellin Champagnat continue to watch 
over our community.

Kind regards
Stephen Dwyer

Red Bend Catholic College
A local community of Mission within the Australian Marist Community Newsletter

Principal’s message  |  Mr Stephen Dwyer

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Vq5H-mCFQWfmOlXR5l3VInJU0XW49_5UgpHO5TClReM/edit?usp=sharing


Open Day 

We had a wonderful Open Day on the 7th March. The weather was fantastic 
and we had a huge roll out of families wanting to come and check out our 
school. We had over 140 families make enquiries and tour our beautiful school 
grounds. All visitors were led by a student or staff member on a guided tour 
of the school, where they got to visit all of the faculties, try fantastic food 
(prepared by our hospitality department) and get a feel of what it would be 
like to attend Red Bend. 
One of the most uplifting elements of the day was listening to the positive 
feedback from our visitors and the many comments about how wonderful and 
friendly our students and staff are. It really made you feel proud to be part of 
such a wonderful community. Well done to everyone who was involved in the 
day. 

Staff Exeat Day:

Today while the students are at home on the Exeat weekend, our staff have 
been involved in Professional Development and Teacher Preparation Time. 
The day started with a full staff meeting where we as a staff were led by our 
Principal Stephen Dwyer on what it means to be Marist and to look at and 
explore the latest Brother Michael Green article “ As Marcellin Would have us 
Teach: Foundations of a Pedagogy for Marist Educators.”
Following this it gave our House Coordinators and our Boarding Staff time to 
be involved in a Mental Health First Aid training which we know will benefit all 
students here at the College. 

While this was occurring our Faculty Heads have been looking at and 
investigating last year’s HSC Data and looking at how within their departments 
they can continue to improve and enhance learning. Departments have also 
been meeting so that they can continue to plan for engaging learning for 
the remainder of the Term/Semester and through the use of analysing this 
HSC data it will then help departments increase academic success through 
innovative learning practices.

It has been so pleasing to see the staff get involved in these professional 
development opportunities that in the end help benefit the students at the 
College. 

Marist180

Marist180 is a Catholic organisation which strives for positive change in the 
lives of young people and  their families, particularly those most at risk and 
on the margins of society. Marist180 is  inspired by the spirit of Marcellin 
Champagnat, the founder of the Marist Community. 

As we know Marcellin went out into the world to give hope, education and 
love to those in need – without judgement, limits or conditions. Like him, 
Marist 180  advocates and works towards education, employment and social 
inclusion for young people and their families, empowering them to take steps 
to create positive change.

Similarly then,  we have named the small room opposite the Director of 
Students Office - “Room 180.”  Like Marist180, - Room 180 looks to encourage 
students who are required to work from there to reflect on their actions and 
choices and help create a positive change for everyone.  Most times this room 
would only be used if students are internally suspended or removed from class.
This new room encourages students to reflect on their behaviour  in the hope 
that they turn this behaviour around (180 degrees) and contribute positively 
to our community.

Room 180 supports our restorative practice approach, allowing students to 
understand the implications of their actions and to assist them in making 
better choices in the future. 

It is important that students are aware that the room has been put in place to 
support all students and staff here at Red Bend. 

We are aware that life can be complex for students at times, but love and care 
are simple. Together, we can create positive change in the choices students 
make.

Safe of Social:

I recently attended a professional development on how students, parents and 
staff can continue to work together to make sure and encourage students to 
be safe while using Social Media. In the near future we will look to hold a 
parent information night to help inform our parents as to information they 
need to be aware of when dealing with social media and their children and 
how we must work in partnership to help support the students at the College. 
Below is an article of great impotence that parents should read which starts 
you thinking about the topic. 

Safe on social newsletter article (click here)

I wish you a wonderful fortnight and leave you with the following thought:

“We realize the importance of our voices only when we are silenced.”
Malala Yousafzai

Deputy Principal’s message   
Mr James Metzeling

MARCH

12-14  EXEAT Weekend
17  200 Years Catholic Education Celebration
  DIO Touch Football - Forbes 
  In the Marist Way Staff Induction 
22-30               YR 12 Formative Tasks
22               CCC Hockey Selections
23  DIO Football Trials (Soccer)
24  Western Rugby League Selections -  
  Forbes
25  DIO Basketball
29  CCC Swimming

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1T3jNDWWT7oUraKNoMximHjUD_XiwBLrwHwDFINCybU4/edit?usp=sharing


Welcome
As a new year starts, we welcome the Year 7s and new students, as 
most come in very nervous they have been welcomed with open 
arms into our little Chisholm family. It’s great to see everyone 
helping these new students and making them feel comfortable 
at Red Bend.

Swimming Carnival 
Friday, February 26 we had the school swimming carnival, though 
due to COVID-19 there were a few changes, we could not chant 
and relays were modified. It was a great day with terrific weather 
bringing Chisholm together and supporting one another once 
again. Matt, Abbey and I are very proud of the turnout and the 
way Chisholm participated and got involved in everything without 
being asked. Although we may not have won, we were happy to 
see all Chisholm students smiling and having fun on the day.

Year 12 Retreat
As the end of Year 12 gets closer, we are starting to realise how 
quick we will be graduating and going out into the big wide world. 
Last week had our final retreat at Red Bend. Coming together 
as a cohort once again, doing fun activities and making more 
memories with each other, some parts were emotional and some 
left us with belly aches from laughing so much. It was great to see 
everyone smiling and getting involved in everything.

C H I S H O L M  C H AT

Charlie Coddington
Have you attended Red Bend since Year 7?
I have attended Red Bend since the first day of Year 7 in 2016
What are you planning to do after school?
Go to university and do something with Ag
Have you enjoyed your time here at Red Bend?
Yes I have enjoyed my time here at the day school as well as 
boarding
Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
Hopefully doing something Ag related 
What’s your highlight of being in boarding?
My highlight would be meeting and living with a wide range of 
people that I never would have if I was a day student.

Tarnee Hughes
Have you attended Red Bend since Year 7?
Yes, I have attended Red Bend since Year 7.
What are you planning to do after school?
I am hoping to continue my journey in the banking industry
Have you enjoyed your time here at Red Bend?
Yes, I have enjoyed my time over the years here.
Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
In 10 years, I see myself travelling around the world, helping 
those in need.
What’s your highlight of being in boarding/school?
My highlights of boarding at Red Bend would have to be 
hanging out with the girls of an afternoon and connecting 
with those that I normally wouldn’t get the chance to in the 
day school.

with Maddy, Matt and Abbey



Learning is the core business at Red Bend Catholic College and we believe 
every student can do well. Learning can occur in more than just the classroom, 
it can occur when meeting and interacting with new/different people, trying 
a new activity or observing what other people are doing, just to name a few. 
Learning can encompass a wide range of factors including subject specific 
knowledge and skills, problem solving skills, communication skills, critical and 
creative thinking and the ability to work as part of a team. 
Learning can result in:
• Grow as a person
• Improved self esteem
• Development of knowledge and skill base
• Increased opportunities (both at school and beyond)
• New experiences
• Our goal at Red Bend is to develop lifelong learners that enable all to 

experience success in the future, develop healthy life practices and a 
positive attitude.

• Most of the students have now completed the goal setting activity as 
part of the study skills program. I encourage parents to talk to their 
children about their goals for each of their subjects to further develop 
learning opportunities.

Attendance:
• Being in class as much as possible enhances learning. “Parents must 

ensure their children attend school every day. On occasion, your child 
may need to be absent from school. Justified reasons for student 
absences may include:

• being sick or having an infectious disease
• having an unavoidable medical appointment
• exceptional or urgent family circumstances e.g. attending a funeral
• Parents must provide an explanation for absences to the school. Where 

an explanation has not been received, the school will record the absence 
as unjustified on the student’s record.

• Attendance Tips:
• Attend school everyday. This is a positive life habit which becomes easier 

and flows onto attending work. Achieving your best education starts by 
coming to school.

• Treat Monday to Friday as an 8 hour-a-day job. The students’ job is 
simple - to learn and grow!

• If students are struggling with not wanting to attend school, contact the 
school and meet with the House Coordinator ASAP. 

Parents as Partners

Thank you very much to the parents who attended the first Parents as Partners 
evening for the year. Time was spent looking at literacy and numeracy 
strategies used here at the College as well as how to help child/ren decode 
assessments to use the information to ensure success. Encompassing all of 
this is our wellbeing focus which enables students to get the most out of 
their learning. The next Parents as Partners date is during Week 2, next term 
- please save the date.

Nelson Mandela once said: Education is the great engine of personal 
development. It is through education that the daughter of a peasant can 
become a doctor, that the son of a mine worker can become head of the 
mine, that a child of farmworkers can become the President of a great nation 
(Mandela 1994).

The importance of learning! Mathematics
The first assessment task for the Mathematics Extension 2 course saw the 
3 students, Stuart Gordon, Nick Job and Charlie Jones, design a clock using 
irrational and complex/imaginary numbers. The students had to develop 
expressions to represent all twelve numbers on the clock faces. They 
produced amazing clocks as their final product and are to be congratulated 
on their hard work, creativity and dedication.



On my bookshelf ...

At Red Bend Catholic College we are committed to promoting a 
stronger reading culture among our students. Each newsletter 
we are going to include a book review from a senior student, 
a junior student and a teacher. We are hoping that this may 
encourage and interest students in finding a book they may 
wish to read for enjoyment. 

Charlie Coddington - Year 12

‘The Dry’, by Jane Harper, is a terrific crime fiction story about a fraud 
detective, Aaron Falk.  He lives in Melbourne and has to return to his country 
hometown of Kiewarra, after one of his childhood friends, Luke Hadler, and 
his wife Karen and son Billy are killed, supposedly by suicide. Aaron is only 
intending on staying for a day but that 
changes. I found this book really hooked me 
from the start and I read the whole book 
in two days because I just couldn’t put it 
down. I thoroughly enjoyed it and it had me 
in suspense the whole way through and the 
ending really surprised me.  

This story is told in third person from 
Aaron’s perspective, however, there are a 
lot of flashbacks throughout the story that 
are told in other character’s perspectives 
and this all helps the build up to the ending. 
Upon his return, Aaron does not receive 
a warm welcome due to his past in the 
town. Aaron only plans on staying in the 
town for eighteen hours, however, Luke’s 
parents, Gerry and Barb, ask Aaron to investigate the deaths of Luke and his 
family because they feel it wasn’t a suicide and that there was more to the 
story. Aaron decides to stay a little longer and begins an investigation into 
their deaths. Along the way he also works out what happened to one of his 
childhood friends who was found dead in the creek when they were kids,  and 
everyone thought it was Aaron. Aaron also finds out the cause of Luke and his 
family’s death. 

In conclusion, I thoroughly enjoyed reading ‘The Dry’ by Jane Harper. This 
novel had me hooked from the beginning and it has you in suspense right 
through until the end, it was one of those books you just can’t put down. It 
was such a good book I read it over two days. This book I would recommend 
to anyone who loves reading thrillers or for anyone that is interested in crime 
fiction. However I think that anyone that would read this book would enjoy it. 
This is definitely the best book I have read so far.

Georgia Squires - Year 9

‘The invisible life of Addie LaRue’- By V.E. Schwab

The invisible life of Addie LaRue is a historical, fantasy fiction novel like no 
other. Written by New York times bestselling author V.E. Schwab, the story 
follows young Addie LaRue through the greatest heights and the lowest of 
lows of a life to live forever.  The invisible life of Addie LaRue was a real page 
turner to read, written beautifully enough that you yourself as the reader, 
are  captivated by the thoughts and mind set of Addie LaRue. Taking on the 
theme ‘a deal with the devil’, Schwab has skilfully created characters that are 
just irresistible.
After living 300 years Addie will not give into a bargain she struck; to see the 
world and live, but in payment, her soul, once she was done with it. But the 
deal came with a cost, everyone to meet Addie forgot the mysterious girl with 
7 stars on her cheeks. Unable to leave a mark upon the world, Addie lives 

her life alone with the only person who remembers her; the one responsible. 
Travelling all over the world, seeing history 
being made, watching history repeat the 
same mistakes, she becomes an object of 
vivid memory to artists, a lost lover, forgotten 
friend, but still she goes on. Until Addie walks 
into an old book shop in New York and finds 
that someone does in fact remember her, 
and she will hold on to him for dear life. 
Unsure as to why she is being remembered, 
Addie continues to tell her story, and thus 
leaving a mark, one that she will not realise 
she left. As the past is uncovered and deals 
are struck, Addie must learn just how far she 
will go to leave her mark on the world.
Reading this book was like finishing a puzzle; 
all the pieces came into place, but not after 
I was on the edge of my seat. All the facts were distributed throughout the 
book, leaving me desperately guessing what was going to happen next, 
making the book unpredictable. I genuinely cannot note a bad aspect about 
this book, there simply are none. The ‘Invisible life of Addie LaRue’ is a 
fantastically written, enchanting, heart-aching, cleverly delicious and gleeful 
read. And just remember, “No matter how desperate or dire, never pray to the 
gods that answer after dark”.

Mrs Rice - 
English Faculty Coordinator

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen
Elizabeth Bennett is a young woman who must adhere to the social etiquette 
rules of Regency England. There are strict conventions at play in this 
aristocratic and patriarchal society and with one wrong move, you can ruin 
your chance at marrying an eligible young bachelor. 
When two young wealthy men, Mr Bingley and Mr Darcy, move to town, Mrs 
Bennett, Elizabeth’s mother, vows to marry at least two of her five daughters 
to these fine young men. Unfortunately, 
Mrs Bennett is somewhat brash and 
quite embarrassing at times and she has 
not endeared herself to Mr Darcy.  What 
follows is the story of Elizabeth Bennett and 
her turbulent relationship with Mr Darcy, 
who believes he is so much more superior 
to Elizabeth and her family. However, he 
cannot help falling in love with Elizabeth, 
who is nothing like her mother. He proposes 
marriage in the most insulting way, telling 
her that her family is so much more beneath 
him, and Elizabeth rejects him, stating that 
‘had he behaved in a more gentleman-like 
manner’ she may have been more polite in 
her rejection. First published in 1813 this 
novel provides an interesting insight into 
this time period as well as allowing the 
reader to see that love is a universal theme that is carried through the ages.  
This is my most favourite novel of all time as Austen uses wit, along with an 
interesting storyline and intriguing characters, to truly bring the story alive. I 
would recommend this book to readers 14 years and over. 
‘It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a 
good fortune, must be in want of a wife’



Library news
Just a reminder about all the lost property at school at the moment. If your 
child is missing anything, can you please ask them to check at the SSO. This is 
also a good reminder about how important it is to label belongings.

Lost property

On Tuesday 9th March the Red Bend swimming team competed in the Dio 
carnival held in Dubbo. The students had a very successful day with most 
swimming personal best times and it was great to have a large number of 
family members cheering them on. A special mention goes to Erin Mayo who 
broke two records on the day. Six swimmers will now compete in Sydney 
at the CCC carnival on March 29. We wish Max Reid, Tess Worland, Jemma 
Hodder, Erin Mayo, Ellie Mattiske and Jonah Little all the best for this event.

Dio swimming

Our annual chess competition has been underway this term and I can 
announce the members of the school chess team for 2021: they are Charles 
Best, Ned Brown, Charles Zannes and Charlie Seymour. Congratulations to 
these boys but also to all the competitors in the competition. It was evident 
that we have some very good chess players here and it was disappointing that 
we can only have one team to compete in the NSW Junior Secondary Schools 
Chess Competition.
These 4 boys played for board positions and chess champion today (Thursday). 
Congratulations to Charlie Seymour who is the chess champion for 2021. 
Charles Best will play on board 2, Ned Brown on board 3 and Charles Zaness 
on board 4. Well done boys!

Chess news

I’m very excited to say that our Rarb (Reading at Red Bend) program has got 
off to a very good start this year. Lots of classes are coming to the library 
for borrowing opportunities and quiet reading. We have a lot of new books 
available for the students, as well as eBook/audio book options. I also have a 
library suggestion book on the front library counter where students can suggest 
book titles for me to purchase, or ideas for library activities. We also have a 
story time session each Wednesday at lunch time when I read a story to any 
interested students.



Sport @ RBCC
In Year 10 we are learning about genetics. We made a model of DNA (human 
building blocks) using lollies and toothpicks to create its twisted ladder-like 
structure. (Yes, we ate the lollies!)

We also used origami to show how DNA strands are tightly coiled up and 
have matching pairs. Just like DNA, some didn’t go according to plan! 

Our strawberry DNA extraction practical was a roaring success. By crushing 
strawberries in an extraction solution then adding ethanol, we were able to 
separate and observe strands of DNA.

In Year 8 we have planted bean seeds and are conducting an experiment to 
observe the effect of changing one variable. Some of our bean plants will be 
placed in shoe boxes so they have no sunlight. Some will be placed in the 
cold and some will be deprived of water. We will measure their growth and 
observe the differences over the next few weeks. 

Science
On Monday 1st March Abbey Kennedy (year 12) attended the NSWCCC 
tennis. Abbey played strongly throughout her games and made the top 
16. A massive achievement, congratulations Abbey. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Registrations are open for several NSWCCC 2021 pathway sports. More 
information can be found at www.csnsw.sport or contact Mr Rudd.
Sports include: 
Diving – Boys & Girls – 29 March – Close 19 March
U15’s and Opens Rugby League  - 24th March

Diocesan Touch Football Trials Wednesday - 17th March (selected 
students)
Diocesan Football(soccer) Trials - Opens Girls & Boys - 23rd March 
Diocesan Basketball 25th March (teams selected at school)
NSWCCC swimming championships - 29/3/21
RBCC school cross country - 31/3/21

If you wish to nominate for any of the above events please see Mr Rudd 
prior to nominating.

AROUND THE GROUNDS 
IN THE COMMUNITY
Congratulations to:
Elly Ireland on her selection in the 
Western Region Opens & Western 
Region Junior  Dragon Boat Teams. 
She will be competing in the Region 
v’s Region Dragon Boat Regatta in 
Penrith later this month. 

It’s great that so many of our students 
are actively involved with sport in our 
community,  and I am sure there are 

more that I have missed. It would be great to acknowledge their efforts 
so please if you are aware of anything let myself know by sending an 
email to; sport@redbendcc.nsw.edu.au

Thanks 
Mr Rudd  |  Sport Coordinator



Year 7 Retreat
Students in Year 9 and 10 participated in critical thinking activities for two 
hours on Wednesday 10th March. In groups of ten, students were required 
to use their ability to reason to answer diverse questions. The challenge 
included interpreting songs and paintings, creating effective paper planes, 
solving puzzles and brain teasers and answering questions that required 
collaboration with group members. 
Students enjoyed this opportunity to work in teams and they were impressed 
with Mr Dwyer’s ability to hold the floor as the Quizmaster.
Congratulations to Loyola for winning the 2021 Critical Pursuit Challenge.

Critical Pursuit
On the 18-19th of February 2021, year 7 participated in the year 7 retreat 
at the College. The theme of the retreat was “I have called you. You belong.” 
With activities ranging from Scripture meditation and liturgy, to games, a 
scavenger hunt and swimming, there was fun for all!  Special thanks to the 
kitchen and maintenance teams along with our small group leaders - Mrs Bird, 
Mrs Scott, Mr Abbey , Mr Cleal, Mrs Harris and Mr Riddington, Sr Liz, Mr 
Hanrahan, Mr Douglass, Ms Harding, Mrs Slayter, Mr Flick, Mrs Duggan, and 
of course, our wonderful students.



Year 12 Retreat
The Year 9 Reflection Day offered our students the chance to unite as one 
cohort and recognise the unique values that we share. The presenter, Mr 
Michael Fitzpatrick, facilitated the day in such a fun and engaging way with 
a strong focus on what it means to live out Catholic Christian values in Year 
9. Special thanks also must go to the maintenance and kitchen teams, Mrs 
Wendy Sharkey, Mr Bill Holmes, Sr Liz, Mrs Katherine Vasconcelos, Mrs Dom 
Nixon, Mr Richard Eggleston and all other supervising staff for their assistance 
in its preparation, supervision and delivery. Finally, thank you to our brilliant 
students for their full participation. 

Year 9 Reflection Day
We would like to sincerely thank all staff and Year 12 students involved in the 
preparation, participation and delivery of the Year 12 retreat. The theme was 
how God is our Potter and we are his clay. The retreat involved a lot of work 
by the front office team, Maintenance, Mission and Life Team, Kitchen, Health 
Centre, small group leaders (Mrs Anne Maree Rice, Mrs Bec Morrison, Sr Liz, 
Mrs Amanda Wallace, Mr James Dumas, Mrs Therese Glasheen, Mr Cameron 
Menzies, Ms Sarah Marley, Mrs Gillian McMillan, and Mr Andrew Saar), 
Mrs Wendy Sharkey, Mr Steve Dwyer, Mr Steve King and Marist Hermitage 
Mittagong Staff. This harmony truly came together and moved the hearts and 
minds of our Year 12s. 



 

 
 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

JUNIOR CHESS TOURNAMENT 

IN ORANGE 
 

WHERE: St Barnabas Anglican Church Parish Hall 

Corner Dora and McLachlan Streets 

East Orange 

 

WHEN: Saturday 10th April 2021  

 

TIME: 9:30 am to 3:30pm  

 

ENTRY FEE: $22  per player   

[sibling discounts available - talk to Bevan or Joe] 

 

PRIZES: Trophies for 1st, 2 nd & 3rd 
Trophies and medals for age prizes 

 

ENTER BY: Friday 9th April at the latest 

by contacting one of the following  

Junior Chess Coordinators: 

1. Bevan Clouston Moblile 0415 828 613 

     bkclouston@gmail.com  

2. Joe Cummins      Mobile 0411 271 224 

     heather.cummins@optusnet.com.au  

Late entry (on Saturday 10th April) will cost $25. 

 

WHAT TO BRING: Your own lunch and refreshments  

 

You don’t have to be good, this is a fun tournament. But a knowledge of the rules  is required 
and tournament conditions will be applied. The games will be timed with chess clocks. Don’t 

worry if you have never played with clocks. You’ll be told how they work. The results will be 

sent to the NSW Junior Chess League for ratings. 

 

 

Chess the clever sport 




