
Last Wednesday the College hosted our Wilcannia 
Forbes Diocesan celebration for 200 years of 
Catholic Education in Australia with a mass 
celebrated by Bishop Columba Macbeth-Green. 
Representatives from the 19 Catholic schools in 
the Diocese attended and many others watched 
the ceremony online.
The first Catholic school in Australia was founded 
in October 1820 by Irish Catholic priest Fr John 
Therry and the students were taught by George 
Marley a convict and a lay person. The school, 
which Catholic historians believe was in Hunter 
Street, Parramatta, taught 31 students. By 1833, 
there were 10 Catholic schools in the colony of 
NSW. Today, throughout Australia there are 1751 
Catholic schools educating 768,000 students 
and employing 98,000 staff. Nearly 40 per 
cent of Catholic schools are located outside of 
metropolitan cities in regional, rural and remote 
communities.

The Mass and ceremony acknowledged the history 
of Catholic Education especially in our Diocese and 
the various priests, religious congregations and 
laity who have been instrumental as educators in 
our Catholic Schools. A highlight was seeing a video 
overviewing the history of Catholic Education in our 
own Diocese. As part of the ceremony, the College 
was presented with a beautiful framed picture of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, the patroness of our 
Diocese and the College, by Bishop Columba.

During his homily, Bishop Columba reflected on 
the difficulties faced by the religious orders that 
first arrived in the diocese in the late 1800s and 
the challenges of teachers working in the diocese 
today. He thanked the teachers and collaborators 
in Catholic Education, parents and students for 
their contribution. Catholic Education Wilcannia 
Forbes Director Anthony Gordon described the 
history of Catholic education in the Diocese as rich 
and colourful, with the first Catholic school in our 
diocese founded in Forbes in 1862.  

It is inspiring to consider that we stand on the 
shoulders of those who made great personal 
sacrifices as Catholic Educators across our Diocese. 
As a Marist community we are privileged today to 
build on these strong foundations, enlivening the 
minds, hearts and spirits of those in our care.
To watch the online celebration please click here.

At our final assembly for term the ACE Awards 
were presented to students in Years 7-12. The ACE 
awards are important as they recognise individuals 
who are aiming at something better. Through their 
consistent application and ongoing dedication to 
their learning, they are living out the ideals of our 
College. They have taken hold of the opportunities 
that have been presented to them and are making 
a real difference. Congratulations to each of the 
students who were presented with these awards.

At this final assembly a group of students led the 
community in a moving reflection on the Stations 
of the Cross. The stations allowed the community 
to reflect on Holy Week, the most important time in 
the Church year that leads to the joyous celebration 
of Easter. As Christians, we see Easter as a time to 
celebrate life that has been given to each of us and 
the peace the risen Christ brings. I encourage each 
of you this Easter,  to spend time reflecting on the 
importance of this great celebration and to attend 
the celebrations over Holy Thursday, Good Friday 
and Easter Sunday. May your Easter this year be 
especially renewing and in its own way a source of 
joy for you and those you love. 

Our 2021 Marist theme has urged us to slow down 
and breathe, and to be a breath of new life to those 
around us. The students were reminded that over 
the holiday break to take time for themselves, and 
reflect on all that they are grateful for and cherish 
their time with family and friends. 

Last Wednesday the Parents and Friends 
Association held their Annual General Meeting 
where a new executive was elected. The new 
P&F executive is; President-Samantha Zannes, 
Treasurer- Louise Wakeling and Secretary-Kylie 
Biggs. Thank you to our new executive members 
and I encourage all of our parents and carers to 
engage with our Parents and Friends Association.

I wish everyone in our community a restful, 
peaceful and Happy holiday and Easter. Please stay 
safe and well, and we look forward to seeing the 
students return next term, refreshed and ready to 
engage in the new term.

May Marcellin Champagnat and Mary our Good 
Mother continue to watch over our community.

Red Bend Catholic College
A local community of Mission within the Australian Marist Community Newsletter

Principal’s message  |  Mr Stephen Dwyer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGAhvPg419I


Year 7 

Luca Bet, Will Boyton, 
Addison Byno, Anna 
Cronin, Lucy Maslin, 

Bridie O’Malley, 
Charlie Pearce, Sam 

Westcott

Year 8

Layne Brownlow, 
Callie Godden, 

Phoenix Hurford, Lilly 
Kealley-Smith, Nate 

Kennedy, Jed Neilsen, 
Bridie Nadin, 
Blake Reeves.

Year 9

Laura Jones, Jonah 
Little, Rose Madgwick, 

Charlie Seymour, 
Georgia Squires, Jim 

Tod, Keera Walsh, Zac 
Wheeldon

ACE Awards - Term 1
ACE awards acknowledge those students who show consistency in their learning; 
who make a deliberate effort to enhance their knowledge and skills for each of their courses  who work well with their 
teachers to give themselves the best opportunities.
Staff nominate students for these awards who exhibited to a high degree; application, consistency and effort.



Year 10

Ronald Barker, Emily 
Gordon, Lily Heraghty, 
Ellie Mattiske, Joshua 

Picker, Campbell Ryan, 
Laura Tod, Charles 

Zannes

Year 11

Isabelle Lindsay, 
Hannah Maynard, 

Bayden Moran, 
Heidi Newton, 

William Redden, 
Charlie Strudwick, Jake 
Ticehurst, Aleczander, 

Walters

Year 12

Jacob Berry, Lacey 
Borger, Ella Burke, 

Charlie Coddington, 
Abbey Maloney, 

Tori McRae, Natalie 
Parslow, Jesse Shorter, 
Daniel Stewart, Joshua 

Winter



Dear All,

Well the term has come to an end and the students and staff have continued 
to be involved in many activities at the school. It has been wonderful to see 
more and more events become available again to the students. As we head 
into the holidays and then into Term 2 we hope and pray that the restrictions 
keep easing and that we will continue to be able to provide so many vast and 
wonderful opportunities for the students in all facets of College life.
Please see below some information about a few events that have occured and 
also some important information for the start of next Term.

World Greatest Shave
Congratulations to the students and staff and in particular Mr Riddington for 
organising the greatest shave initiative at RBCC. Mr RIddington addressed the 
College at Assembly before having his head and beard shaved along with 4 
other staff members. Below is an excerpt from Mr Riddington and what he 
said to the students:

“What started off as a simple idea to try and raise a thousand dollars for a 
good cause, has snowballed into a gigantic community effort. With the help 
of Mr Coote, Mr Rogers, Mr Pathak, and Mr Rudd, along with our families and 
friends, college staff and especially you the student body here at Red Bend we 
have raised close to 5 and a half thousand dollars for the leukemia foundation. 
So it’s a huge thank you to everyone for your generosity and support”.  

What a fantastic effort and the latest figure is closer to $6000 for the Leukemia 
foundation. Please click the below picture to see a video of the event at 
Assembly.  

Pulse App :
Please continue to encourage your child/children to check in via the pulse App. 
So far it has provided us with a very good insight into how our students are 
coping on a daily basis. It can be done via their laptop or on their phone. They 
should be doing this once a week. 

The Pulse App is a tool for measuring the week-to-week wellbeing and 
engagement of all our students. It tracks the students wellbeing and by simply 
taking 60 seconds the students can report how they are feeling and if they 
choose can then answer further questions about their wellbeing and how they 
are travelling. This then provides data to the school and helps the school then 
address and continue to support student wellbeing. 

Start up for Term 2:
A reminder that Term 2 classes begin on Tuesday 20 April. We ask that students 
are correctly attired and adhering to the correct College uniform (this includes 
haircuts, earrings and makeup).  A reminder as well that students must wear 
the College winter uniform in Term 2 & 3. Below is what the students should 
be wearing. 

GIRLS’ UNIFORM - Winter:
College Blazer
College kilt 
Navy blue stockings 
Long-sleeve blue shirt with College crest
College Tie (Year 11 & 12 Senior Tie)
Blue College embroidered V-neck jumper
Navy scarves are permitted

BOYS’ UNIFORM - Winter:
College Blazer
College grey trousers 
Black belt
Long-sleeve blue shirt with College crest
College Tie (Year 11 & 12 Senior Tie)
Grey or plain black socks 
Blue College embroidered V-neck jumper

I wish you a very holy Easter and safe and happy holidays. We look forward to 
working with students, parents and the wider community next Term. 

I leave you with the following thought as we head into the holidays:

Spend time with those you love. 
For one day you will say one of the following:
“I wish I had” 
or
“I’m glad I did” 

God Bless

Deputy Principal’s message   
Mr James Metzeling

CLICK HERE TO 
SEE THE VIDEO

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qmwdfbo_6CWiykbmWQg56jui-_dhTY6z/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ypcd4JdQlk1Y4jIEinHM19oUxaWksOtH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ypcd4JdQlk1Y4jIEinHM19oUxaWksOtH/view?usp=sharing


Denis news ...
The Mighty Denis Dragons have been in full flight since their return to school this year. It 
is great to see so many students putting their names forward to be involved in the wide 
range of extra-curricular activities offered at the College.

In Week 4, The Red Sea flooded the RBCC Pool once again, with the Year 12 students 
leading the fanfare and dressing up as lifeguards. Thanks to all those who jumped in and 
gave it their best, especially our new Year 7 students.
Congratulations to Elizabeth Drewes (9) and Brooke Kelly (9) on taking out 1st place in 
the Swimming Carnival Cover Competition. Their outstanding illustration featured on 
the front of the staff booklet.
Also, well done to runner up Tiara Morris (10) whose drawing starred on the back cover. 
And an honourable mention to Caitlyn McGinnes (9) who earned herself a coveted ‘top 
locker’ with her entry into the competition.

A special shout out to:
Anna Cronin (7) - inspiring effort at the swimming carnival.
Harrison Smith (7) - competing in the RBCC chess competition.
Mykel Coe (8) - competing in the RBCC chess competition.
Seth Heckendorf (8) - his terrific poster about Spain.
Jonah Little (9) - overall RBCC male swimming champion.
Reggie Murray (9) - his positive attitude and always helping his mates.
Elly Ireland (10) - always getting in early to organise resources for her peer support group.
Alex Drewes (11) - enthusiastically performing in the band for Mass and other events.
Abbey Maloney (12) - demonstrating kindness and assisting Year 7 students in her PC.

Double Trouble in the Dragon’s Den!
We sat down to get to know our two sets of Year 7 twins. Here is what we learned...

Bill Meg Elly Harrison



Easter Chocolate 
Awareness

Our Diocese of Wilcannia-Forbes celebrated 200 years of Catholic Education 
in Australia on Wednesday 17th of March 2021. It was wonderful to see 
representatives from all 18 primary schools and the Catholic Education Office 
within the Diocese along with Red Bend Catholic College gathering together 
in a mass and ceremony. Thank you to our special guests, Religious priests, 
brothers and sisters, staff and students who joined in the celebration at Red 
Bend Catholic College and online.

200 years of 
Catholic Education

Pope Francis said that, faced with the tragic reality of modern slavery, “no one 
can wash their hands of it, without being in some way, an accomplice to this 
crime against humanity”.
 
Thinking of buying Easter eggs? Use your money justly – please.
 
Not all chocolate is sweet. Not if a child has been forced to pick the cocoa 
beans. About 80% of cocoa comes from West Africa and it is estimated that 
almost 2 million children are in child labour in these areas. They may never go 
to school or taste the chocolate they help produce.
 
Australians will purchase over $200 million in chocolate this Easter. Companies 
will produce what we ask for. Please use your buying power and purchase 
slavery-free chocolate. You can make a difference to the world, and to the lives 
of the enslaved children – God’s children.
 
Good news:  Ten years ago there was almost no slavery-free chocolate in our 
supermarkets in Australia. Now, because of public pressure and consumer 
demands, most supermarkets will sell some.
 
Action: When you go to your local shop, look for chocolate products that have 
certification symbols: Fair Trade, UTZ, Rainforest Alliance, Cocoa Horizons, 
Cocoa Life, Nestle Cocoa Plan or Lindt Cocoa Farming. Be Slavery Free also has 
an Easter Shopping Guide. If you find the symbols, tell your friends and family! 
If you can’t find any, ask the manager if they can source slavery-free chocolate. 



History excursion
In History Elective this term we have been learning about the history 
of the Central West. Because of this on the 22nd March the Year 9 
History Elective class, Ms.Harding and Mr. Menzies set out on a Local 
excursion around Forbes.
The first stop was a quick look at the Shearing mural on the side of 
the Peter Maher Shearing services. Shearing is a big part of our local 
history. 

Next we went to the Forbes Museum. This is where we were tasked 
to find different artefacts from each room. The Museum was filled 
with all kinds of historical stuff. We had found a war room filled with 
different uniforms and weaponry from the World Wars. It was really 
interesting to see the impact that the wars had on our small town.
We even uncovered two very creepy rooms filled with old dentistry 
equipment and another filled with vintage dolls. These were certainly 
not Ms. Harding’s favourite rooms.

After recess, we headed over across the lake to the Aboriginal 
dreaming centre. Where we met Aileen, an aboriginal elder, who 
taught us about the history of the Aboriginal culture around Forbes 
and the discrimination previously faced by Aboriginals. 
Aileen showed us some Aboriginal historical artifacts including 
carving stones, flour grinders, and boomerangs. 
Aileen had also talked about her own personal experiences, growing 
up as an Aboriginal woman. It was great to see this new space, as 
most of us did not know it was even there.

The rain was getting heavier throughout the excursion and the 
scenery was gloomy. This really helped in setting the mood for our 
next destination, which was the Forbes cemetery visit.There were 
many iconic australian people that were buried there such as Ben 
Hall, Kate Foster (Ned Kelly’s Sister) and Rebecca Shield (Captain 
Cook’s Grand Niece). 

This entire excursion was extremely interesting despite battling the 
elements. The students had an excellent time and we hope we can 
continue on with this excursion for future History Elective students.



Library report
White Card Training
Congratulations to the 39 students who completed the White Card Training 
courses earlier this term. All participants are to be commended on their 
outstanding conduct and engagement in the course. Please contact the 
Careers Office if your child does not receive their White Card to their 
nominated postal address by the end of the school holidays. 

Year 10 Work Experience
The Year 10 Careers Week will run from 21- 25 June 2021. During this week, 
students have the option of completing a work experience placement with an 
employer of their choice or attending school to complete a structured Careers 
program. Students electing to complete a Work Experience placement need 
to return their completed documentation to the Careers Office by Monday 
17 May. The Parent Guide and information letter has been emailed to all Year 
10 parents and carers. 

RBCC Careers Website
The new RBCC Careers Website is now live and can be accessed at  www.
redbendcareers.com.au  A link to the website has also been added to the 
RBCC Student Portal. I would encourage parents to spend some time 
exploring this website with their child during the holidays. The site includes a 
wealth of useful information and search tools to help students explore their 
career options and potential post school pathways. From Term 2 onwards, 
more information and updates will be uploaded to the Careers website. 

2022 University Applications
The Universities Admission Centre (UAC) will open for 2022 applications on 1 
April 2021. On this day, Year 12 students will receive an emailed pin from UAC 
to commence their application. More detailed information regarding the UAC 
application process will be emailed to Year 12 parents and carers. 

Mrs Janice Little  |  Careers Advisor

Careers news ...
Just a reminder to all that each student can borrow 4 books at a time. There 
are lots of new books to choose from on display at the front library counter 
including the recently published “Kate Kelly - The True Story of Ned Kelly’s 
Sister. We also have a new selection of Graphic Novels available. 

Mrs Rice has organised some posters of student and 
staff book reviews and Five Top Reads recommended by 
staff. These are on display in the library and make for 
some very good reading and will give ideas for the next 
book to read.

“Books are the plane, and the train, and the road. They are the destination, 
and the journey. They are home”. —Anna Quindlen

Chess Report
On the 18th of March, the Red Bend Catholic College chess team played their 
first game. Their opponents were Dunedoo Central School. Charlie Seymor 
played an extremely close match, which he unfortunately lost. Charles Zannes 
played a fast, but fantastic game, winning in less than a minute.  Charles Best 
won, after a well planned and executed game.  Ned Brown was also fortunate 
to win, after a difficult game.  Our next game is planned for the second term, 
we are not sure who our opponents will be at this time.

Our Year 11 students are extremely fortunate to have the opportunity 
to participate in a driver simulation program. This program gives students 
the opportunity to learn about the challenges they may face once they are 
driving on the road and how to manage these situations. The simulator and 
instructors are provided by the Young Rotary Club and assisted by volunteers 
from Forbes Rotary and Parkes Neighbourhood Central.
The photo shows Imogen Brenner and Jayden Tonks engaging in the program.
On Tuesday 20th April (week 1 , term 2) Year 11 students will also participate 
in the You Choose Road Safety presentation. This is delivered by Melissa 
McGuinness and is provided by the Forbes Shire Council. The main theme of 
the presentation is;
“Own the choice. Own the Outcome. Every single one of us has the power to 
save lives and protect families, it starts with a choice.”
The Red Bend community greatly appreciates the support provided to us 
from the wider community.

Driver education



Boarding news ...

16 Year 10 students competed against eight schools in the 2021 Science 
and Engineering Challenge held in Dubbo on Wednesday 24 March. They 
completed a series of hands-on challenges which tested their engineering, 
programming, communication and creative skills. Students successfully 
designed and constructed a hovercraft, bridge, earthquake proof tower, 
functioning hand model and more. Congratulations to our students for 
representing Red Bend Catholic College so well and for receiving 2nd place 
overall. 

Science and 
Engineering Challenge Boys Boarding Renovation update

Work continues on the renovation and upgrade to the boys boarding.
Both the Senior and Junior Boy boarders (along with staff) were shown some 
updated designs for the refurbishment recently with the boys given the chance 
to ask questions and provide feedback on design and colours.
Below are some of the current architectural images shown to the boy boarders 
and staff.

 

Condobolin visit
On Thursday College staff attending a meet and great in Condobolin as part of 
their Country Visits
The night was well attended by prospective and  existing parents.
Thanks to Year 11 student Jake Ticehurst for accompanying us and also Fr 
Getulio parish priest of Condobolin joining us for the evening.

 



On Thursday 25th March our RBCC basketball teams headed off to Bathurst to 
compete in the Diocesan carnival. All teams played extremely well throughout 
the day and it was a great learning experience for those students involved. 
Thanks to Mr Morell, Mr Giri, Miss Gaffney, Mrs Hassell and Mrs Bird for 
accompanying them. 

O n 

Monday 29th March  6 Students represented 
the Bathurst Diocesan swim team at the 
NSWCCC swimming championships.  Our 
6 students involved were;  Ellie Mattiske, 
Gemma Hodder, Tess Worland, Erin Mayo, 
Jonah Little and Max Reid.
All students swam really well, and a special 
mention to Erin Mayo who gained 4 
medals during the carnival, an tremendous 
achievement.
Erin’s results were as follows:
 3rd in 50m Freestyle      Bronze medal
2nd in 50m Breaststroke   Silver medal
3rd in 100m Freestyle   Bronze medal
3rd in 50m Backstroke  Bronze medal
 

Yesterday the competitive cross country took place at RBCC. With over 
100 competitors competing it was a very inspiring day of running. This was 
highlighted with a whole school colour run in the afternoon. Congratulations to 
the winners of each of the age groups. These will be announced at an assembly 
next term.

AROUND THE GROUNDS IN THE COMMUNITY
Congratulations to:
Tom Drane for his recent efforts overseas in Doha, Qatar competing in the Asia 
talent Cup racing road bikes. Whilst he is yet to see the podium, by all reports 
he is learning and gaining momentum with more races to come, a podium 
finish won’t be far off! Good Luck Tom

Darcy Leadbitter, Jesse Shorter, Toby Miller, Jamie Thorpe, Billy Phillips and Matt 
Noakes who have been a part of the Western rams U18’s squad who competed 
in the Laurie Daley Cup reaching the semi finals. A great achievement.

There are lots of students participating in sport within the community and 
it is pleasing to see, however I am sure there are more students out there 
doing great things and It would be great to acknowledge their efforts so please 
if you are aware of anything let myself know by sending an email to sport@
redbendcc.nsw.edu.au
Mr Rudd  |  Sport Coordinator

Sport

Over a 5 week period some of our students have been participating in an 
Intensive Swimming Program that is being run at the Forbes heated pool. 

The students are participating in a range of activities to boost their confidence 
and skills in and around water. 

We were lucky enough to get funding from Inland Rail that we were able to use 
to run the program. 

Thanks to the funding provided by Inland Rail each student who participated 
in the program also received a new swimming bag, cap, goggles and a towel. 

On behalf of the students and the College, I would like to congratulate the 
students for their amazing efforts participating in the program, the PDHPE staff 
and learning support staff who have been running the program and Inland Rail 
for their generous contribution to allow the program to be up and running.

Mr Pat Cleal  |  PDHPE Faculty Coordinator

Intensive swimming



Wednesday, 1 March saw around 20 students travel to 
Wellington to participate in the Bathurst Diocescan Touch 
Football Trials. This was a new format this year, previous 
years the school held a carnival and students represented 
the school and played against other schools, then at the 
end of the day a side was announced for the 15s and Opens. 
This year students were invited to trial as individuals, to 
train and play with students all across the area, in hope of 
making the final side to compete at the NSW CCC carnival 
in week 9.

In what was a cool and windy day, all RBCC students 
represented the school with pride and all students gave 
their very best. The school was very successful in having 
11 students named to compete at the NSW CCC carnival in 
Nelson Bay in Week 9.

These students are Toby Miller, Bayden Moran, Charlie 
Jeffries, Cody Reynolds, Jayden Tonks, Jordan Fagan, Ella 
Burke, Isabelle Whitechurch, Tegan Smeade, Bob McEwen 
and Marley Moran.

I would like to thank Mrs Hogan and Mr Hanrahan 
who came on the day and supervised our students, Mr 
Hanrahan is also the Opens Boys Coach. Thank you to all 
students who participated in the day and I look forward to 
the Yr 7 & 8  and 9/10 teams competing next term.

Mr Sam Coote

Touch football

Cross Country ... winning house Xavier






