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Champagnat Day
You are invited to join the Red Bend 

Catholic College community to celebrate 
Champagnat Day on Tuesday 4 June. 

Mass will commence at 11.30am 
followed by the 

Champagnat Awards assembly.



Dear Members of our community,

The major task for Christians in the post-Easter period is to work on themselves 
so that slowly but surely they become people that are of one heart and one 
mind with their Lord, Jesus Christ.
In our Marist tradition we remember St Marcellin Champagnat’s summative 
direction to us: Make Jesus Christ known and loved. 
Of course, to succeed in this noble task we have to understand as much about 
Jesus as possible, and we have to commit to following Him.
The reflection that follows teases these ideas out for us a bit further:
“Jesus stresses the intimacy and friendship he has with his disciples:
Using the familial kinship expression ‘my little children’ Jesus stresses the 
intimacy and friendship he has with those present. He then characterises his 
whole mission and enterprise with the term ‘love’.
Love for one another will then become the hallmark of the authentic followers 
of Christ. Luke, writing the Acts of the Apostles, takes great care to bring this out 
in his descriptions of the spirit that permeated the first Christian communities.
In first-century Jewish culture it was important for a man to have his name 
passed on through his eldest son. Looking at Jesus as a Jewish man in his early 
30s, unmarried with no children to pass his name and legacy on to, we can 
appreciate how his concern was to leave something crucial and valuable to his 
followers, who had effectively become his family. He has no son to carry on his 
name, so he asks his intimate friends to remember him when they gathered 
at special meals to break bread and share the cup. His other wish is that they 
continue to spread the closeness and love they have shared over the past 
months. It’s as if he can see people being impressed by the loving care that his 
disciples give to each other and asking the question. ‘Why do they love each 
other so honestly and with such maturity?’
The answer that comes back is, ‘Because they are following the way of Jesus of 
Nazareth, a way that is characterised by love.’ This is the legacy he longs for and 
the spirit of love he wishes on his spiritual
family.
We have to be grateful to Paul for giving us a breakdown of Christian love in 1 
Corinthians 13. ‘Love is patient, love is kind...it is not arrogant or rude...Love 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful ’ and so on. If we 
are living the life of the Spirit, as Paul puts it, then we are showing the kind of 
respect for others that comes from our seeing Christ in the other. In which case 
we will be practising the fruit of the Spirit, listed by Paul as – love, joy peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness.
faithfulness. gentleness and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). A careful 
consideration of each of these
reveals that they are not qualities of the weak. It takes maturity and strength 
of character to exercise these virtues in all our relationships. What is the value 
of churchgoing or a prayer life that does not overflow in these expressions of 
authentic love?” ( Dr Laurie Woods)

The students at this College have excelled once again in assisting the Forbes 
Special Sports Day in which many of our disabled brothers and sisters gather 
for a fun day together. 
We host this event every year in the MPH and I am always impressed with how 
our own students respond and help and enjoy.

I want to thank all the Year 7 and 9 students, and their parents/carers, for the 
mature and sensible way they approached the NAPLAN tests. 
Hopefully the results will afford us much valuable data to help us help the 
students in the years to come.

I thought I might add here our rationale behind the John Berne Room here at 
school...a strategy that is proving very effective on a whole range of levels, but 
in particular in decreasing the level of disruption caused in classes by a certain 
number of students. We see it as positive and supportive. 

Rationale follows:

Rationale: 
The John Berne Room is named after a young man who is a significant figure 
in the history of Marcellin Champagnat and the Marist Brothers. John Berne 
was a troubled boy who was cared for and educated by the early Brothers. 
The distinctive Marist style of care and teaching provided hope and change for 
John Berne. 

Aim:
The John Berne Room provides an opportunity for students who are 
disruptive of normal classes to focus on educational outcomes, whilst 
accepting responsibility for their actions. It allows for students to reflect on 
their behaviour in order to make progressive advances in their education and 
personal decision making. The John Berne Room is a supervised, supportive 
and positive environment.

Objectives:
Students may be referred to the John Berne Room by a House Co-ordinator or 
Executive Staff Member. Time spent in the room will be tailored according to 
each individual student.

The John Berne Room is an additional strategy to support challenging students 
and does not replace the usual classroom management strategies.

Students will have access to a Chromebook and internet at the discretion of the 
supervising staff member.

Students will complete assessment tasks and class work set by the regular 
classroom teacher. In addition, tasks that focus on literacy and numeracy will 
be provided.

Students within the John Berne Room will be required to comply with school 
rules, policies and procedures.

Students will be provided with support such as mentoring, study guidelines, 
explicit teaching of replacement behaviours, and access to other support 
services/programs where possible.

Thank you for all your support and encouragement,

Br Michael.

Principal’s message



MAY

22 DIO Tennis Teams - Orange

 P&F - Parkes 

23-25 CCC RL State Trials 

24-26 Cattle Team - Dubbo Show 

27-30 Interruption Free Week

JUNE    

1 DEBUTANTE BALL 

4 CHAMPAGNAT DAY

 CCC Soccer 

5 YR 7-10 EXAMS Commence

 CCC Soccer

6-7 HSC Seminar Days 

7-10  EXEAT  

10 QUEENS BIRTHDAY 

11-14 YR 7-10 EXAMS continue

12 Country Cup RL Final - Parkes 

15-18 Marist Netball Carnival 

17-18 School Photos

17 DIO Netball Gala Day

18 Cochrane & Challenge Cup RL - RBCC

19 P&F Meeting - Forbes 

21 NAIDOC ASSEMBLY 

22-30 Bangladesh Immersion 

28  School Farewell for Br Michael

JULY    

1 YR 7-12 Parent/Teacher Interviews

1-2 Bangladesh Immersion

1-5  YR 10 Work Experience

$700 raised for SVDP
What a wonderful start to the year for RBCC’s St Vincent de Paul Youth 
Conference!
We have begun the year with a bang and we have many new Vinnies members 
and past Vinnies members re-joined who have gone above and beyond 
assisting with our fundraising events. 
This term we fundraised with our very own memorable and successful Easter 
Egg Raffle. In the past weeks, Vinnie’s group members went around the school 
yards selling numerous raffle tickets to peers and teachers.
Thank you to those who created the engaging posters in support of the efforts 
of our Easter Egg Raffle and the selling of the ice cream spiders.
We sold many spiders at recess before the raffle. There was a deal available to 
the students, where they could receive a spider and three tickets in the raffle 
for $5, what a BARGAIN!!
We are grateful for all of the wonderful and delicious donations made by the 
members and to those members who contributed in different ways!
The massive prize, a huge basket full of delicious and adorable goodies, was 
won by Olivia Beasley.
Congratulations Olivia!
Overall we raised a fantastic sum of $700.60. 

Lilyanne Corke |  SVDP Publicity Officer

P&F MEETING - 

TONIGHT
22 May at 

Holy Family 
Staffroom in 

Parkes 



History Performance
Year 9 and 10 History Performances by Brett Hunt – Troubie 

On Thursday 9th May, Brett Hunt visited Red Bend Catholic College to 
perform two one man plays about World War I and The Vietnam War for 
History students from Years 9 and 10. Brett is a singer, songwriter, playwright 
and historian who has researched these two topics extensively. The entirety 
of these acts was based from primary sources and real events. Brett has 
spent many years refining his monologue which has resulted in a serious yet 
humorous performance that included props which were authentic uniforms, 
weapons and other memorabilia along with songs, monologues and various 
dramatic techniques which both captivated and educated the audience. 
Year 9 attended the World War I performance which was formed around 
a WWI veteran in a mental hospital, remembering his experience as an 
Australian soldier. “Gassy” conversed with a photo of his best mate, Tippin, 
whom he shared these experiences with that died in gruesome hand to hand 
combat during WWI. As the performance carries on the audience learnt 
about the conditions of the war, the soldiers’ antics and most importantly 
how the returning soldiers were affected.
 Year 10 have just started studying Australia in the Vietnam War Era and 
Brett held the student’s attention with a very personal performance that 
told the story of Brett’s father, Frankie. Frankie is the subject of the song ‘I 
was only 19’ by the band, Redgum. The most memorable line of the song, 
‘Frankie kicked a mine the day that mankind kicked the moon’ refers to 
Brett’s father. In the performance, Brett retold Frankie’s story from the time 
he signed up in 1969 to the day of the ‘Welcome Home’ parade in 1987. 
Brett’s dramatic performance held the students spellbound as he described 
how Frankie stepped on the mine and then was winched into the helicopter. 
Frankie’s friends came alive with Brett’s characterisation, sound effects and 
songs. The students were still talking about the performance and Vietnam 
veterans throughout the week, many relating stories of their own in their 
History classes. 
Overall, the day was highly entertaining and educational, and Brett said he 
could not have asked for a better audience. He commended our students on 
their emotional intelligence and empathy. Brett was very impressed with the 
quality of questions that students asked him. Congratulations to Year 9 and 
Year 10 students on their manners and participation in these melodramas.

Gillian McMillan  |  HSIE Coordinator

On Tuesday 14, Wednesday 15 and Thursday 16 May, students in Years 7 
and 9 completed the NAPLAN tests. These tests assess students’ ability in 
grammar and punctuation, spelling, writing, reading and comprehension, 
and numeracy. The purpose of these tests is to provide all our teachers with 
information on how each student is performing, identifying their strengths as 
well as the areas they need to improve. This allows teachers to modify their 
programs to support improvements in teaching and the learning of all the 
students, enhancing student outcomes. 
Thank you to the English, Mathematics and Learning Support Faculties for 
preparing the students before the tests and administering the tests over the 
three days. Results usually come out in September.

NAPLAN

Over 140 Year 6 students from many different primary schools attended the 
‘Year 6 visits’ at Red Bend Catholic College on the 8th and 15th of May. These 
visits are designed to allow prospective students to experience a selection of 
the many opportunities and facilities that Red Bend has to offer. 
On arrival to the school, our nervous visitors were greeted by senior students 
who played icebreaker games and encouraged everyone to make a new 
friend. Then our visitors were warmly welcomed by Br. Michael, and our 
school captains, Evie Martin and Benjamin Glasheen.
The students were placed in small groups and then they moved between 
activities which included: metalwork, dance, food technology, and science. A 
delicious morning tea was provided in the boarder’s dining room.
The visit finished with a group reflection of the day and a fun slideshow of the 
morning’s events. 
The mornings were a great success and we are looking forward to seeing our 
Year 6 students again at Orientation Day in November.. 
Danielle Scott  |  Year 7 Advisor

Year 6 Visits

Congratulations to Erin Mayo for her swimming achievements this year. Erin 
has just competed at the NSW All Schools Swimming Carnival representing  
Combined Catholic Colleges. She competed in two individual events, placing 
5th in the 50m breastroke (MC) and 8th in the 100m Freestyle (MC). Erin was 
asked to swim in the NSWCCC Relay Team. This relay team placed 2nd and 
Erin received her silver medal. Well Done Erin

Erin received silver medal



The dazzling period music of the 1980s featured in our College Music Day 
in week 2. Students played and sung all those hits that we all know and love 
on guitars, ukuleles, orchestral instruments and the drums beautifully. Songs 
performed included; Antmusic, by Adam and the Ants, Karma Chameleon 
by Culture Club, Beds Are Burning by Midnight Oil, We Are Family by Sister 
Sledge and Kenny Loggins’ Footloose. I would like to congratulate all students 
who performed and supported the concert held for the College Community. 
In a short period of time, staff and students worked tirelessly to master many 
songs for our benefit. Thank you to Mr Hush, Mrs Simone Bailey-Hough, Mr 
Phil Burke and Mr Thomas Burke for their tuition of students. We all look 
forward to our next event!

Music Day a hit!

New Library Resources
The library has purchased many new resources for Year 12 students to cater 
for the change in syllabii in various HSC courses. These include a variety of 
series -
Excel Success One, Dot Point, 2017 HSC Exam Workbooks, Checkpoints, Excel 
and Atar Notes.
These are all housed on the HSC shelf just in front of room 30. These resources 
are for student use and I encourage all Year 12 to check them out so they 
become aware of what is available from the library . The loan period for these 
resources is 3 days so that all students have a chance to access them. Some 
are available for loan now and others will be available in the next few days. 
Thankyou to Mrs Rousell for her tireless work in processing all these books.

Chess
On Monday 13th May, our chess team played Cobar High School in an online 
match  because the distances for both schools were too far to travel. I was very 
nervous about it because when we have played online matches previously, 
they have always been problematic. Thankfully the match went very smoothly 
and I’m pleased to report that our team emerged the victors. Congratulations 
to Charlie on Board 1, Cameron on Board 2 and Thomas on Board 3 who all 
had wins. Hunter was very disappointed with his loss as he was just setting up 
a checkmate move when his opponent made a surprise move defeating him. 
With a 3-1 win, the team now progresses to the next game in the second-
place-getters round.  Congratulations to the team!

Mrs Pietsch  |  Librarian

Library News ... 



2019 DIOCESAN CROSS COUNTRY - LAKE CANOBOLAS ORANGE 9.5.19
In week 2 of this term 27 students travelled to Lake Canobolas for the 
Wilcannia Forbes/Bathurst Diocesan Cross Country. Fairly mild conditions 
greeted the runners and they set about running the 3km, 4km, 6 km  and 8 
km courses. All students encouraged each other throughout the day and the 
behaviour and commitment of the students was outstanding.
Most notable results on the day were Will Searl winning the 8km 18 boys 
division in a time of 33 min 13 sec,  Jordan Lewin-Howard placing 4th in the 
15 yrs Girls (4km in 18 min 49 sec) and Bailey Coddington also 4th in the 13 
boys (3km in 12 min 8 sec)
These students as well as Austin Taylor (18 boys), Brad Matthews, Brady 
Nicholls and Liam Tory (16 boys) have all qualified to represent the Diocese at 
the CCC Championships at Eastern Creek, Sydney next month.
Mrs Hannah DeMamiel and Mr Tony O’Connell.

Cross Country

Cross Country Age Champions 
(pictured with Br Michael and Mr Rudd)

(BACK L-R): Bailey Coddington, Leah Lamb, Bill Ryan, Riley 
Whatman, Clinton Hooper, Ebony Whalan, (FRONT L-R): Laura 
Jones, Penelope O’Connell, Charli Robinson, Peta Fagan and 

Stephanie Behan. (INSET: Jade Page)

International Representation

In January, Victoria Simpson attended an Under-25 Australian Development 
Camp at Basketball Australia’s Centre of Excellence, where she showcased her 
skills in wheelchair basketball.
After the camp Victoria was selected in a squad to play a seven-game 
wheelchair basketball series against Japan. 
Victoria has now been selected in the Australian Under-25 Women’s 
Wheelchair Basketball team and is currently in Thailand competing in the 
2019 IWBF (International Wheelchair Basketball Federation) Under-25 
Women’s Wheelchair Basketball World Championships.
Congratulations Victoria on your wonderful achievement!



9/10 Touch Footy
Thursday 9th May saw the 9/10 boys touch football side travel to 
Dubbo to compete in the Western Area all schools carnival in the 
hope to progress through to the state carnival in Penrith. The 
boys had a fantastic day winning their first 5 games and playing 
at a high pace the opposition could not keep up with. 

RBCC Def St Matthews Mudgee 3-2
RBCC Def St Johns Dubbo 3-2
RBCC Def Delroy Dubbo 9-0
RBCC Def Walgett 11-0
RBCC Def Mudgee High 4-0

The boys came up against the other undefeated side in South 
Dubbo in the final. In what was a great game, a few mistakes cost 
the boys dearly losing the game 2-1. A great effort from our boys 
and they were a credit to the school and a pleasure to coach.
Lockie Miller, Cody Reynolds, Darcy Leadbitter and Bayden Moran were stand outs on the day.
The team consisted of Lockie Miller, Toby Miller, Dom Calvani, Oscar Ryan, Lachlan McPherson, Nic Job, Lachlan Dunstan, Darcy Leadbitter, Bayden 
Moran, Campbell Rubie, Will Tanswell and Cody Reynolds.

A HUGE thanks to Tom Toohey and Angus Braneley who traveled across to referee and did an outstanding job.

Thanks again for your effort boys

NEW TO
FORBES?

RBCC
WEBSITE UPGRADE

Dear Parent/Carer
We have recently updated 

our Wesbite.

If you are having trouble 
viewing items on the 

Website, please contact 
the College.

www.redbendcc.nsw.edu.au


